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The purpose of this guide is to create an understanding of the community and its origins and to ex-
plain the municipal services available to Lynnwood residents and newcomers. 
 
Another purpose of this guide is to inform residents of some about the rules and regulations which 
affect daily lives and to create an atmosphere of understanding and cooperation between City gov-
ernment and residents. 
 
It is hoped you will take the time to read through this guide and then keep it for future reference.  
As you become aware of the Lynnwood Municipal services, the rules and where you might go for 
assistance, your familiarity with the included materials will help to make life more pleasant for   
everyone in the community. 
 
Please keep this booklet for future reference and share it with neighbors, newcomers and visitors   
to Lynnwood. 
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This guide is not intended to give legal advice, nor does it recommend services of any 
private businesses such as newspapers, hospitals and private utility providers. The infor-
mation in this guide is provided as a courtesy to the general public and is not intended to 
benefit any particular individuals or class of  individuals. For interpretation of rules of 
law rely on professional legal advice. 
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The community profile of Lynnwood represents an entrepreneurial spirit which built the city to the 
present day center of transportation and commerce. Just behind the hustle of busy arterial streets there 
are quiet neighborhoods surrounded by trees and shrubbery. 
 
The City offers a wide range of governmental, commercial and educational services. Many federal,   
regional and state governmental offices have facilities in Lynnwood.  Manufacturers and retailers are 
attracted to the area since it is serviced by major transportation corridors. 
 
Lynnwood was incorporated in 1959. The city covers an area of  7.8 
square miles, with more than  36,432 residents and 3,200 businesses. 
 
While quality commercial and governmental services are a necessary ele-
ment of modern day life, the natural features which attracted the original 
settlers to this area remain the most important attractions for residents. 

 
Less than 20-minutes from Lynnwood, boating, wildlife, white water  
rivers, salmon fishing, skiing, native timber and Indian culture are a   
welcome respite from city life. These are the natural features which     
continue to attract newcomers to our area to this very day. 

 
Puget Sound regional planning is encouraging the growth and development of the cities, with the intent 
being to leave surrounding natural areas protected. Lynnwood has increasingly become urbanized as 
growth is funneled into existing urban growth boundaries. 
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This artistic rendering 
could become reality if the 
Lynnwood City Center 
Project reaches fruition. 
The project was started in 
2001 with the intention of 
transforming the commer-
cial area south of the     
Alderwood Mall and east 
of 44th Ave. W and west 
of I-5 into an area that 
could offer easy and invit-
ing pedestrian-friendly  
circulation, public open 
spaces, enhanced streets, 
as well as a vibrant mix of 
commercial and residen-
tial development.  
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On January 22, 1855, the territory now known as Snohomish County, was the subject of a treaty signed 
at Point Elliott, now known as Mukilteo, a city just north of Lynnwood. After the treaty was signed, 
sawmills began to appear in the area. 
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In January 1861, the County of Snohomish was organized. The first census 
by Salem Wood in 1862 counted 44 settlers. In 1889 William Morrice pur-
chased the 100-acres now known as Alderwood Mall. 
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At the beginning of the twentieth century, the general 
area occupied by modern day Lynnwood was largely 

part of the massive Puget Mill forestland holdings. Puget Mill was a subsidiary of 
the giant San Francisco based Pope and Talbot Company. In 1910, the company 
began logging its lands in South Snohomish County. By 1916, most of the big  
timber had been cut and Puget Mill organized the Admiralty Logging Company to 
dispose of the logged over land and perform clean up logging. Admiralty assumed 
control of 6,285 acres of land in 1916 for $171.00 per acre, making payments of 
$17.10 per acre for 10 years. 
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In 1917 Admiralty Logging Company spent $41,085 to create a demonstration farm at Alderwood 
Manor to show potential �gentleman farmers� how to make a logged over five acre tract pay for itself.  
In the 1920�s, there was a strong �back to the land� movement. The demonstration farm was conven-
iently located next to the Interurban Railway tracks and many visiting city dweller were talked into the 
farm dream by eager real estate salesmen. There was even a hotel at the farm where prospective buyers 
could get a �feel� for the land.  
 
The demonstration farm was abandoned when most of the �ranchettes� had been sold. Records show 
that the sale of eggs and broilers produced only an income of $880.35 at the Demonstration Farm. De-

spite their losses at the Demonstration Farm, the directors of Puget Mill 
could have been soothed by the fact the company had made a handy profit 
in land sales. Not only did they sell logged over land valued at $17.00 per 
acre for $200.00 per acre stump farms, but they sold the gentlemen farmers 
groceries and supplies and rented stump pullers at a �nominal� price. Some 
5-acre tracts were sold two or three times during the 1930's when buyers 
abandoned the Puget Mill contracts, which carried an interest rate double 
the standard rate at the time. 
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