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The City of Lynnwood believes that the designation of names for public parks and park and recreation facilities is in the public interest and should promote community identity and pride.

The City Council shall designate the names of public parks and park and recreation facilities, after receiving a recommendation from the Lynnwood Parks and Recreation Board, which is based on public input from individuals and organizations.

The selection of names for parks and park and recreation facilities shall be based upon the following criteria:

1. Neighborhood or geographical identification (e.g. South Lynnwood, Meadowdale).

2. Natural or geological features (e.g. Scriber Lake, Scriber Creek).

3. Historical or cultural significance (e.g. Pioneer Park, Heritage Park).

4. An historical figure or an individual or family or organization that has made a significant land, monetary or service contribution to the acquisition of the property, park system or the community in general (e.g. Wilcox Park).  

· Parks and facilities shall not ordinarily be named for living persons, except in the event that an individual, family or organization has made a significant and tangible contribution or donation to, or has performed extraordinary or outstanding public service for the parks and recreation system, or in cases where such name is stipulated as a condition of the donation or acquisition. 

· In cases where the person is living, or the event to be commemorated took place within the last year, there shall be a lapse of at least six months between the receipt of the name proposal and the final recommendation for its adoption.  

· In cases where the person is deceased, the person shall have been deceased for a minimum of one year, and there shall be a lapse of at least six months between the receipt of the name proposal and the final recommendation for its adoption.

· In cases of outstanding public service, parks or facilities may be named for a person provided at least one or more years have lapsed between the service provided and the consideration for naming.

5. In general, portions of a facility shall not have a name other than that of the entire facility.  However, a park’s interior features, sub-elements and/or facilities may have names other than that of the entire park (e.g. Harry H. Moore Little League Field).  In naming minor facilities and sub-elements of parks, these names are subject to the criteria designated herein.

6. Elected/appointed City of Lynnwood officials and currently employed City staff shall not be eligible for consideration until they are no longer in office or have been retired from city service for at least two years.

7. A name, once adopted, should be bestowed with the intention that it will be permanent, and changes should be strongly resisted.
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· Timing is important in naming facilities, since temporary or working designations tend to be retained.  In the development of facilities, a number of designations shall be used until the formal naming of the facility.  

· Whenever possible, a facility shall be named early in the acquisition/ design process, prior to construction of the improvement. 

· Names will generally be considered to be unique to a specific facility, and will not be transferred to a new or replacement facility in the future. 

· In considering park names, review of existing park and community facilities shall be made, to avoid duplication or confusion.  

· If a contest or competition is to be held to determine the name of a park or recreation facility, the Park Board and the Director shall establish guidelines and rules for the contest. 

· Workshops during the master plan process will include naming suggestions. The involvement and input of neighborhood residents surrounding the property or facility to be named will be sought.

· Suggestions for names shall be encouraged from organizations, individuals, commissions and boards.  All suggestions, solicited or not, shall be acknowledged and recorded for consideration by the Park Board. 

· There shall be a park naming presentation or public meeting before the Park Board.

· A park naming recommendation will be made from Park Board to City Council.

· If possible, the park name shall be included in the Park Master Plan presentation to Council, for the adoption of the plan and park name.

· Facilities shall be identified by the established name, and signs shall be maintained as a source of identity and civic pride. 

· In the event a name change for a facility is sought, the City Council will delay a final decision for 120 days after its initial consideration of the change.  Such a change will generally follow the process for a new name. 

· If a park or sub-element of a park is named after an individual, family or organization, the final naming recommendation shall include narrative describing, in detail, the contribution, achievement or public service. 

· The Parks, Recreation and Cultural Arts Department, upon approval of the naming or renaming action by City Council, shall implement name changes for designated parks and recreation facilities.  The Department shall notify and acknowledge those who have submitted the adopted suggestions.  The Department shall also notify appropriate offices, agencies and the media.  Upon City Council denial of a name or name change, the Department shall notify those who suggested the name/name change.  
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