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10. Call to Order: Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chair Glenda Powell-Freeman. 1 
 2 
20. Roll Call: 3 

   Commission Position 1 - vacant Commission Position 2 - vacant  4 
   Commissioner Vice-Chair Angel Shimelish- Commissioner Chair Glenda Powell-Freeman 5 
   Commission Rosamaría Graziani  Commission Position 6 - vacant  6 

 Commission Position 7 - vacant  Council Liaison Christopher Boyer  7 
   Executive Office Liaison Art Ceniza   Staff Liaison Tracy Sloan 8 
 9 

30. Public Comments – Several individuals spoke, (Ted Hikel, Brenda León, and Ingrid León), related to 10 
the Diversity Commission, request for availability of information via e-mail and in Spanish, and 11 
request to schedule the Latino art on other days than a Saturday. 12 

13 
40. Approval of Minutes:  The minutes from January meeting were reviewed. Commissioner Graziani 14 

asked to add that letter of resignation from Berel Paltiel would be released after the Mayor met 15 
with Berel. Commissioner Shimelish move to approve minutes with the correction. Commissioner 16 
Graziani seconded the motion. The minutes were approved.  17 

18 
50. Council Liaison Update – The council is working on budgeting for outcomes. The council is looking 19 

for input on the budget from the boards and commissions. Council member Boyer is head of the 20 
Budget Committee. Discussion followed. 21 

 22 
60. Old Business 23 

60.1 Finalization of 2015 Commission report - Staff Liaison Sloan presented the 2015 report for 24 
review with additions from Commissioners. There was discussion and several corrections were 25 
made. Executive Office Liaison Ceniza commented on the phenomenal job that the Commission had 26 
done with the Strategic Plan and will schedule the report to be presented at a Council meeting. 27 
60.2 Resignation of Commissioner Paltiel –Chair Powell-Freeman read aloud the letter from 28 
Commissioner Paltiel related to his resignation. (Letter attached to minutes). 29 
60. 3. Race Conference – April 9th at 8:30 a.m. Chair Powell-Freeman reached out to her contact but 30 
had not heard anything back. Commissioner Shimelish will help with the connecting. Discussion 31 
followed. 32 

70. New Business: 33 
70.1 Comments from Chair – Chair Powell-Freeman was reflecting on 2015 and where we stand in 34 
2016. Commissioner Powell-Freeman asked if Commissioner Graziani would resign from the 35 
commission. Commissioner Graziani said she would not resign and go ahead with the letter. With 36 
much difficulty, Chair Powell-Freeman and Commissioner Shimelish wrote a letter to the Mayor 37 
asking for the resignation of Commissioner Graziani. The letter was read in open session. (Letter and 38 
referenced attachments included) Commissioner Shimelish made a motion to recommend to the 39 
Mayor to begin the process to remove Commissioner Graziani as a commissioner of the Diversity 40 
Commission. Discussion followed. Mayor will review and make recommendation and brings it before 41 
the Council. 42 

43 
80.  Staff Updates – Executive Office Liaison spoke of the budget process and schedule. May 25th is the 44 

budget kickoff for 2017-2018. There are two phases: with the Mayor until September then second 45 
phase is the council from September to the end of the year. There will be a joint commission 46 
meeting and the date is to be determined. The Human Services Commission is being formed and 47 
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interviews for commissioners will be held and the details are being worked out. The Mayor wants to 1 
continue the Cultural Diversity training as a way of life and an education process. There will be a 2 
series of workshops for city employee and we are excited about the process. Council member 3 
Sutton informed us about Race Justice Conference in Seattle on March 22nd. There also is a Town 4 
Hall Meeting in Seattle on April 15th at Cascadia College from 8am and is the whole day. 5 

6 
90.  Comments for the good of the order – Karen Law, asked for permission to speak to the Commission 7 

and shared some perspective and appreciation for the commissioners. Commissioner Graziani 8 
shared a walk event occurring on Sunday at 1:15 p.m. with the Audubon Society. Commissioner 9 
Shimelish shared the process for hiring the Edmonds School District Superintendent. Executive 10 
Office Liaison Ceniza talked about the seriousness of the letter the Commissioners were sending to 11 
the Mayor and the next steps in the process. The Mayor will want to meet with the Commissioners 12 
before moving forward. 13 

 14 
100. Adjournment - Meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 15 



BH 

Dear Mayor Smith,  

Please accept this letter as formal notice that I am resigning 
from my position as a commissioner on the Lynnwood 
Neighborhood and Demographic Diversity Commission.  

I believe that the commission's role needs to be narrowed 
down and be more specifically defined in order for the 
commission to be effective. The hostile environment at 
recent meetings have also made me very uncomfortable. It 
is for those reasons that I humbly submit my resignation. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity and honor of serving in this 
important commission with such dedicated and passionate 
people and I look forward to future opportunities to serve 
our wonderful city. 
 
Sincerely, 
Berel Paltiel 
	  







Reference Attachments to Letter from Diversity Commission
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